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five years. The U.S.S.R. is trying to keep up with
new ideas developed in American oil fields, and is
maintaining engineering forces throughout Cali-
fornia, Oklahoma, and other oil-producing states
to learn of any improvements taking place in the
industry. The country is also straining all its
energies toward producing its own machinery and
equipment for its oil fields.

In this connection it is not out of place to men-
tion that Russia does not believe in patent rights
and has been in the habit of ordering from America
or Germany only three each of those tools and
machines which she needs. She then tries to repro-
duce or duplicate them in her own machine shops
without paying the cost of patent rights, as all other
countries are compelled to do.

Although Russia is running her plants now with-
out foreign technicians, the need for engineers and
other specialists is very keenly felt. Moreover, until
their new educational system, which was put into
effect only a year ago, begins to turn out real
engineers, this condition will be a retarding factor
and will continue to hold back production in
Russia.1

1 Since this book has been written the following Associated
Press dispatch from Russia shows that the government is now
more fully aware than ever of the need to incorporate new